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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicants' arguments filed December 19, 2007 have been fiiUy considered but they are 
not deemed to be persuasive. Rejections and/or objections not reiterated from previous office 
actions are hereby withdrawn. The following rejections and/or objections are either 
reiterated or newly applied. They constitute the complete set presently being applied to the 
instant application. 

2. Claims 1-6 have been withdrawn. 

3 . Claims 7- 1 6 are examined on the merits . 

4. The rejections of record have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 7-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

7. Claim 7 recites the limitation "said set of true proprietary part numbers" in 12. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is noted that line 10 recites "se 
of true part numbers" which does not provide clear antecedent basis for the limitation of set 
of true proprietary part numbers. 

8. Further, line 12 recites "set of true proprietary part numbers" while line 15 recites "set of 
true part numbers" and the instant specification does not explicitly define true proprietary 
part numbers and true part numbers in order for one of ordinary skill in the art to distinguish 
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one from the other. The metes and bounds of the claims are not clear because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be able to ascertain whether the true proprietary part numbers 
and true part numbers are distinct numbers or the same numbers. 

9. Due the vague and indefinite issued discussed above, the limitations of the true 
proprietary part numbers and true part numbers have been interpreted reasonably broad. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 7-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hinckley 
(US 2002/0055886 Al). 

12. In regard to claims 7, 9, and 10, Hinckley a method for translating a document that 
includes a set of proprietary part numbers over a network (page 8, [0097], especially, "Bill of 
Materials. . .to electronically create, share.. .BOM line items may be translated. . ."), including 

the steps of 

receiving a first document (page 8, [0097], especially, "Bill of Materials... to electronically 
create, share.. .BOM line items may be translated. . .") including a first set of proprietary part 

numbers from a client workstation (page 3, [0043], especially, "IPN" for internal part 
number, and [0045], especially, "an input/output interface"), wherein a user of said client 
workstation. . . 
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translating said first set of proprietary part numbers into a set of proprietary part numbers 
into a set of universal part numbers (page 5, [0063]-[0068], especially, "Universal Part 
Number (UPN)"), 

determining availability of one or more parts associated with said set of universal part 
numbers (page 7, [0081]-[0084], especially, "the user wants to search. . .the MCR module 
may identify the corresponding UPN and capture records associated with the UPN); 

storing in a first database a record of true part numbers and amoimts of parts ordered or 
backordered (page 3, [0046], to page 4, [0047], e.g. Master Cross Reference data structure 
storing data. . .reference database. . .pending orders to identify a match based on component 
type, quantity, and price); 

translating said set of true proprietary part numbers into numbers originally provided by the 
user (page 7, [0083], especially, "the MCR module may match all records that have the same 
UPN. . .return a Usting of the unique IPN, CBs' identification data MPN. . ."); and 

generating shipping papers or electronic records (page 9, [0106], especially, "POs" and 
"invoices"). 

13. However, Hinckley does not explicitly describe using the set of proprietary part numbers 
originally provided by the user translated from the set of true part numbers that summarizes a 
transaction involving the parts. 

14. Hinckley describes an improvement that benefits component buyers (CBs) by reducing 
procurement cycle time and improved access to competitive pricing and available inventories 
(page 9, [0103]). "The order module may provide an integrated solution that enables CBs 
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and CSs [component sellers] to collaborate electronically with all of the trading partners in 
the supply chains. . .creating POs" (page 9, [0106]). Further, Hinckley describes the 
improvement "enable tracking IPN links to each CS and CB account." 

15. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated by 
the improvement of Hinckley to generate the second using the set of proprietary part numbers 
originally provided by the user translated from the set of true part numbers that summarizes a 
transaction involving the parts such as IPNs to reduce procurement cycle time and improve 
access to competitive pricing and available inventories by tracking IPN linked to each CS 
and CB account. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
generate the second document using the second set of proprietary part numbers such as IPNs. 

16. In regard to claim 8, Hinckley describes each of said set of universal part numbers is 
associated with other part numbers such as may be associated with different suppliers and 
manufactures (page 5, [0062]-[0063], especially, UPN and "associated MPN" (manufacture 
part number). 

17. In regard claim 11, Hinckley describes identifying what parties may create associations 
between part numbers or enter new part numbers (page 6, [0061], especially, "register and 
store the identity(s) of entities providing such inaccurate data. . .allow the system and/or 
system operators or administrators to prioritize the equivalency data. . .). 

18. In regard to claims 12-16, Hinckley describes the memory (page 1, [0008] and FIG 3). 
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CONCLUSION 

19. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

20. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 

21. Patent applicants with problems or questions regarding electronic images that can be 
viewed in the Patent Application Information Retrieval system (PAIR) can now contact the 
USPTO's Patent Elecfronic Business Center (Patent EBC) for assistance. Representatives are 
available to answer your questions daily from 6 am to midnight (EST). The toll free number 
is (866) 217-9197. When calling please have your application serial or patent number, the 
type of document you are having an image problem with, the number of pages and the 
specific nature of the problem. The Patent Electronic Business Center will notify applicants 
of the resolution of the problem within 5-7 business days. Applicants can also check PAIR to 
confirm that the problem has been corrected. The USPTO's Patent Elecfronic Business 
Center is a complete service center supporting all patent business on the Internet. The 
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USPTO's PAIR system provides Internet-based access to patent application status and history 
information. It also enables applicants to view the scanned images of their own application 
file folder(s) as well as general patent information available to the public. 

22. For all other customer support, please call the USPTO Call Center (UCC) at 800-786- 
9199. The USPTO's official fax number is 571-272-8300. 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Ehme Ly, whose telephone number is (571) 272-0716. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

24. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo, can be reached on (571) 272-3642. 

/Cheyne D Ly/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2168 



